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REFLECTIONS 
Mohammediſm, &c. 


0 Difputes ought to be conducted 
with more '] emper. and Modera- 
tion than thoſe about Religion ; 
but, unluckily, none have been 
managed with ſuch Warmth, Bit- 
terneſs, and Inequality. The Antagoniſts on 
both Sides have, for the moſt Part, diveſted 
themſelves of their Reaſon and Sobriety, the 
only Guides that could lead them to the Abode 
of Truth: They, for the moſt Part, have en- 
tered the Liſts with a Reſolution never to be 
overpowered, never to give up an Inch of 
Ground, and never to ſubmit till Death himſelf 

| B ſhould 
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ſhould decide the Quarrel; and bequeathing this 


Spirit of Perverſeneſs to Succeſlors of their own 
training, the War becomes perpetual. 
This, it muſt be owned, is too much the 
Caſe in Controverſy of every Sort; we are 
aſhamed it ſhould be thought we can poſſibly 
be miſtaken in any Article of Faith or Science 
we are wiſely pleaſed to eſpouſe: A moſt un- 
pardonable Pride, which muſt be plucked up by 


the Roots, before we can pretend to make any 
very extraordinary Progreſs in real Knowledge. 


Forms, and Syſtems, and Hypotheſes, are rai- 
ſed, and ſupported, and defended; to what 
Purpoſe 2 To confine the Mind to the narrow 
Views of ignorant, aſſuming, or deſigning Per- 
ſons, inſtead of permitting it the free Scope 
of its moſt noble Faculties, and fair Range of 


Contemplation. 


This Exclamation and the Title of this Eſ- 


_ fay may tempt the Reader to think I am going 


to preach up Mohammediſm againſt Chriſtia- 
nity ; but I ſolemnly proteſt, my Deſign is 
quite the contrary ; for though I do intend in 
general to vindicate Mohammed and his Re- 
ligion from ſome of the Falſhoods charged on 
both, and, as well as I can, to repreſent them 
in a more deſirable Light than the Cuſtom has 
hitherto been ; I do it purely for the Sake of 
Truth, and, as great a Paradox as it may ſeem, 
to exalt the Majeſty of the Chriſtian Religion; 
by ſhewing it to have been the immediate Care 


— 


of Heaven, even in what it has ſeemed to ſuf- 


(3) 
| fer by the Riſe and Progreſs of the Mohamme- 
dan Enemy. | Our 


* 


However extravagant I may appear in my 


Propoſition, I flatter myſelf I ſhall, in the Se- 
quel of this little Diſcourſe, gain ſome Proſe-⸗ 
lytes to my Opinion; and I therefore deſire a 


Suſpenſion of Cenſure till I have been fairly 


heard. I would only caution my Reader not 
to miſtake me, when upon Occaſion I mention 
Mohammed with David, or any other Pro- 
phet of the Old Teſtament, as if I mean to 
draw any Parallel between them in my own 
Judgment; but to be ſo juſt as to believe me, 
when J ſincerely declare I only do it to obvi- 
ate the Objections raiſed againſt his pretended 


prophetic Character, by ſuch as would, for 


ſome Faults of his Life, argue it impoſſible for 
him to have been of the inſpired Dignity ; for 
being firſt beaten out of this, they will be pre- 
pared for what I ſhall have to ſay to them 
afterwards, 
Dur Prejudices run ſo ſtrong and ſo unreaſon- 
ably againſt Mohammed and his Law, that ſcarce 
any Paſſions are more violent than thoſe which 


commonly inflame us at the bare mention of 


either. But Heats of this Kind are, by all wiſe 


Men, ſuſpected to ſupply the Want of Rea- 


ſon; and Experience may convince us, that in 
the Caſe before us, they proceed wholly from 
Ignorance, or ſomething much worſe : There 
is ſcarce a Man of us who has Zeal enough to 
make him what he calls a very good Chriſtian, 
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and L a very bad one; but ſhall undertake to 


throw you this wicked Arabian on his Back, 


with a little Finger only, though at the ſame 
Time he knows nothing of his Strength but 
what he has heard from People as ignorant of 
it as himſelf. Wes, 
Though no Man has a greater Veneration 
for the Enzlifh Clergy, than myſelf, as being 
convinced they are, for the moſt Part, an Or- 
nament to the Religion they teach, and far, 
very far to be preferred to all others of their 


Order, both for Knowledge and Virtue ; I 


cannot help ſaying, that I have been ſorry to 
ind that they allo are pretty much infected 
with this groundleſs Malevolence towards 
Alohammed, and almoſt always ready to tri- 
umph over and condemn him, without ſuffi- 


cient Inſtruction for ſo doing, I'his Proce- 


dure. is mere Knight-Errantry, and no better 
than fighting with imaginary Monſters ; and 


therefore unbecoming of their Gravity. and 


It muſt be confeſied we were next to quite 
ignorant of the genuine Mohammediſm, till 


Poeuet, Thae, and Reland obliged us with 
| their learned and candid Labours. After what 


they. had done, nothing ſeemed to be wanting 
to let us into the whole Miſtery of this wide 


ſpreading Faith, but a good Tranſlation and 


Expoſition of the great "Treaſury and Source 
of it, the Revered Koran ; and this we have 


now compleated to our Hands in a Manner 
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we never could have flattered ourſelves with 
the Hopes of. It will therefore be inexcuſable 
in us now, if we do not wholly lay aſide the 
"Traſh our Forefathers miſtakenly ſwallowed, 
for the more ſubſtantial Information we may 
receive from Mohammed's own Mouth, and the 
Comments of the Eaſtern Doctors. We have 
now enough to ſatisfy us, There is nothing ſo 
enormous and impious in Mohammediſm as has 
been falſely repreſented, and blindly believed ; 
and therefore ought no longer to ſuffer Pre- 
judice to prevail over Judgment. Convinced 
of this, I ſhall here attempt to ſnew, That 
Mohammediſm may have been ordained for 
the good of Chriſtianity, to withſtand the 
Corruptions of it in Days paſt, and to increaſe 
and enlarge it in Days to come; an Attempt 
which may ſeem as ſtrange as new. 
Preparatory to this I would obſerve, that 
Mohammed was no abandon'd Wretch, and 
hardly at all like the Monſter ſhewn for 
him. That Doctor Prideaux does him In- 
juſtice, is evident by the Inconſiſtencies in his 
Character of him, and by the heavy Load of 
Iniquity he lays on his Shoulders, with very 
little apparent Reaſon ; though he has made 
it pretty much his Buſineſs to heap together 
every Thing, true or falſe, that can be or has 
been alledged againſt him. With what Con- 
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ſiltency does he ſay of him, Þ That he was a 
Man (f very ready Wit, and very acceptable 
Aeldreſs; that he bore all Aﬀronts without 
ſcemirg to reſent any; that he applied himſelf 


to all Sorts of People, without contemning the 


meaneft ; that he was cenrteons both in giving © 
aud receiving Viſits ; that the great Men he 


footbed with flattering, and that the Poor he 
relieved with Gifts aud Alms ; and that 


purely by his Art and Addreſs he compaſſed 


the great Things he had in View; I ay, 


with what Conſiſtency can he afterwards 
aſperſe him, as he continually does, as the 
blackeſt of Villains, and moſt wicked of Men ? 
How comes this to paſs ? How is it that, after 
the niceſt Scrutiny into his Life and Actions, 
there ſhould appear ſuch exalted and ſo many 


excellent Qualities, wiſely and reſolutely ap- 
plied to very noble Ends; and the Whole 


interſperſed with very few Crimes, in Compa- 
riſon, and thoſe ſuch as may be very well excu- 
ſed in ſome Tempers and Conſtitutions; I ſay, 
how is it this Man is fo unmercifully abuſed, 
and by Chriſtians eſpecially, to whom he was 
trom the Beginning a very eminent Friend, 
and of whom in many Things a ſervile Imita- 


tor? How comes it, that it is, with the Multi- 


tude, thought a Crime'to ſpeak a Word in his 
Favour, while others are applauded to the Skies, 
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Who fall ſhort of him in every Thing deſirable 


in a Man? Why ſhould Dr. Prideaux ay, 
Mobammediſm is not a jot better than the old 
Paganiſm of Arabia? Sure this is a Riddle 
never to be underſtood, but by thoſe who are 
dead to every 'Thing that is fair and honeſt, 
and ſeems to betray a Spirit of Perverſeneſs 
never to be forgiven even in the meaneſt and 

worſt of Chriſtians. Is it neceſſary thus to 
depreciate the Doctrines of others to eſtabliſn | 
our own? Cannot our own be the beſt, though 

another may be good 2 Need any Thing Excei- 
lent or Praiſe-worthy in another Religion take 

away from the Superiority of our owh 2 It a 
Perſon, who ſhould argue after this Rate, ſhould 
have the good Luck not to be laughed at, it 
would not be becauſe he did not richly deſerve 
it, Every rational Man mult be ready to grant, 
That where Good is it ought to be acknow- 
ledged as ſuch, whereſoever and with whom- 


ſoever it may happen to be: 


Upon a Summary of all his Lite and Acti- 
ons, it appears, at the worſt, That he was an 
ambitious Man, a Lover of Women, and a 
mortal Foe to Idolatry, whether Chriſtian or 


Pagan. Ambitious he was, but to what End? + 


To eſtabliſh among his Countrymen a Reli- 
gion more becoming of them than was then in 
Vogue, or than any he had obſerved among 
the Nations round about ; for the Chriſtians 
about this Time, let it not offend the Ear, re- 
tained no more of their Religion ſcarce than 

the 


9 

the bare Name. He ſaw, for he was a Man, 
as all allow, of a moſt acute Wit, and pierc- 
ing Judgment; he ſaw the Abuſes, the Enor- 
mities that defaced Religion the World over, 
ſo far as he knew of it, and determined to at- 

tempt a general Reformation. He began the 

Work; but how was he to ſucceed in it? 
Not by barely proclaiming to Men That they 
were all in the Wrong, and muſt immediately 
repent them of their Errors, and turn another 
Way: For it might have been objected, Who 
told you ſo? How came you to be ſo much 
wiſer than your Neighbours and Countrymen? 
Where is your Commiſſion, — your Autho- 

rity ? 9 3 19 205 , 

| in ſhort, he had no Way but to pretend a 
Revelation. He knew that the Appearances 
of ſomething more than Human would be ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to effect his Purpoſes, and 
ſo he commences Impoſtor, as we call him, 
deeming it perhaps no Crime to degeive Men 
into their own Good. Or, perhaps, he had 
even perſuaded himſelf he was inſpired ; that 
he was choſen by God to be his Meſſenger; 
and that it was conſequently become a Duty 
indiſpenſibly incumbent on him, to obey the 
heavenly Impulſe at all Adventures. This 
ought to appear nothing ſtrange in Chriften- 
dom; we all know a warm Imagination is 
capable of Wonders this Way. In Conſe- 
quence of this, 'he wades through an Ocean 
of Difficulties and Diſcouragements, ſeemingly 
EY | | aſlured 


1-9") | 
aſſured of Succeſs in the End: Succeſs accor- 
dingly attends him, and he becomes both a 
King and a Prophet, revered and obeyed: as 
ſuch, But no Man ever attained to Empire 
with leſs Bloodihed, or by a more gentle 
Courſe. It is ſeemingly with Reluctance that 
he reſorted to Force ; for till he found . all his 


Preaching availed him nothing towards 'the 8 


Propagation of what he ſo zealouſſy had at 
Heart, he never once thought of the Sword; 


nor girded it on, but as the only Expedient 


he had left; and even in his own Defence. 
Being in Arms he ſtill offered Peace to his 
Enemies ; he invaded none of their Rights ; 
he deſired nothing of them but to change their 
Religion and allow him to be a Prophet ; and 
to encourage them thereto, he makes them 
large Conceſſions, and betrays a Willingneſs 
to retain as much of their old Religion, as 
might be conſiſtent with what he deemed right 
and decent. After all, we ſee no Deſolati- 
ons, no Maſſacres he cauſed to pave his Way 
to the Supremity he at length foreſaw neceſ- 
 fary to promote his new Religion. He, com- 
paratively ſpeaking, was no Tyrant; he was 
quite void of Pride in all his Behaviour to 
others; he gratified no Spirit of Revenge, 
though on thoſe who had been his implacable 
Enemies ; nor, as a Soldier, was guilty of 
one Crime that is not excuſed in that fatally: 
neceſſary Profeſſion every Day. Compare him 
as a Prince with Conſtantine the Great, or al- 
Ho .C moſt 
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moſt any Emperor that ſucceeded him at Cor- 
ftamineple, and you muſt, upon an impartial 
Survey, pronounce him an Archangel ; com- 
pare him as a Prieſt, for he may be ſaid to 
have acted in Loth Capacities, and you will 
find him a more ſedulous Preacher, and, per- 

haps, an honeſter Man than any Prelate of his 
- Time. In ſhort, he was, to all Appearance, 
as modeſt in the midſt of his Proſperity and 
Grandeur, as when he was a Factor to his 
Wife Kadijah; and to the laſt as fervent. 
in his Miniſtry, as when he firſt ſat up for a 
Preacher. onto ey", * 
Inſtances to prove all this may be borrowed 
even from his moſt inveterate Enemies, as well 
as from the moſt certain Authorit es; but we 
will mention but one only, and that borrowed 
from a Man who was none of his Friend. When 
he had made himſelf Maſter of Mecca; and 
was in the faireſt Way to be Lord of all Ara- 
lia, the Hawazins, Thakifians, and other 
Trit.es roſe up to withſtand his Progreſs, and 
joining in Battle they actually routed him, and 
made him retire to Mecca. This, one would 
have thought, ſhould have highly exaſperated 
him againſt them, as they had been ſo near the 
pulling of him down, when he got almoſt to 
the Jop of the Ladder; but rallying again, 
he attacks and beats them in his Turn, and 
makes himſelf Maſter of all their Flocks 
and Herds, their Wives and Children. The 
Vanquiſhed, in this Diſtreſs, ſend Rs 
Do : ors 
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dors to pray the Reſtoration of their Wives 
and Children, and Mohammed immediately. 
gives them their Choice either of their Goods, 
or their Wives and Children, and they chuſe 
the latter. If ever he had Reaſon to be 
particularly enraged againſt any Body of Men. 
it had been againſt theſe, and it might have 
been expected he would have extended no 
Mercy towards them; but inſtead of that, he 

even prevents them in their Wiſhes, which is no 
great Sign either of Cruelty or ill Nature. 

This ſingle Inſtance ſhall ſuffice to demon- 
ſtrate that he was no cruel Enemy, and that 
Rapine and Plunder were not what he alone 
had in Deſign by the Conqueſts he graſped at. 
We ſhall next conſider him as a Man who 
had great Pleaſure in gratifying the ſixth Senſe; 
and in this Reſpe& we hope to approve him 
a Perſon not a thouſandth Part fo abandoned 
as commonly imagined, It is on all Hands 
allowed, that the old Arabs indulged them- 
ſelves in a very unlimited Commerce with 
Women; it is alſo ſufficiently known, that he 
in particular had great and very violent Incli- 
nations to Venery; and yet ſuch was the Re- 


tention he could be Maſter of, that it does not 


appear he had any Wife, but his kind Miſtreſs 
 Kadijah, during the Space of full Twenty 
and two Years. 'This, I think, muſt be grant- 
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ech to have been a remarkable Degree of Con- 
tinence in him. He owed her great Obliga- 
tions, and had the Virtue to repay them, by 
this very great Inſtance of Reſpect, and moſt 
ſignal Token of Affection. To her he owed 
his All, and had the Gratitude and Honour to 
admit none, however beautiful and bewitch- 


ing, to ſhare his Love with her. Could it, 


do ye think, have been any Scandal for him 
to have marry d other Women, when almoſt 
every Man in the Country had a Number of 
Wives 2 Could ſhe have taken it amiſs, if he 
had done as every Body elſe did? Nor ſhe 
nor any Body in the Region could have 
reproached him therewith as a Crime, as 
any Injuſtice done, or as guilty of the leaſt 
Irregularity. 'To what are we then to im- 
pute this great Temperance and Sobriety ? 
Was it Chaſtity ? Was it Virtue 2 Was it 
Gratitude in a Man ſo naturally fired at the 
Sight of a beautiful Object ? It muſt certainly 
have been ſomething of the Kind. | 
But his beloved Kadijah dying, he becomes 
enamour'd of a Number of the Sex. This may 
have been weak in him, we grant ; but for the 
'Furpitude or Irregularity of the Thing, if Na- 
ture is to be obeyed; and that he was more 
than mere Man, we ſhall never think, we can 
perceive nothing of the Kind. Prideaux him- 
ſelf, more than once, inſinuates, That the 
Climate naturally excited inordinate Deſires 
after the other Sex ; this he plainly e 
R 2 SP 3 ' an | 


. ( 13) 
and we would add, That he had Cuſtom, 
that abſolute Miſtreſs, to warrant him in what 
he did of this Sort. But in the midſt of the 
Number he entertained in his Old Days, for 
he was in his Fiftieth Year when Kadijab 
died, the young and comely Ayeſha, was his 
predominant Favorite : 'The Reſt were but 
indifferent to him in Compariſon of her: In 
her he could perceive no Fault; nor could for- 
bear to love her above all others, though he 
_ Reaſon to believe ſhe was faithleſs to his 
If Mohammed was fo perfectly a Slave to 
Concupiſcence as he is uſually ſaid to have 
been, let it be ſufficiently proved upon him, and 
1 ſhall be as ready to condemn him for it as any 
Body; but in Order to this, let us not recur to 
Fialſhood, and Miſrepreſention of him. And 
here let us blame Dr. Prideaux in an In- 
ſtance or two: He tells us, The old Lecher 
[Mohammed | fell deſperately in Love with 
Zeinab, the Wife of Zeyd, his enfranchiſed 
Slave ; and that at laſt, no longer able to ſup- 
preſs his Flames, he broke his Mind to her, and 
| obliged Zeyd to put her away that he might + 
marry her ; and this he aggravates as a Crime 
of this Sort and Degree would well deſerve. 
But unluckily the Doctor is quite miſtaken, as 
to the worſt Part of the Story: That Mobam- 
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med, upon an accidental Sight of Zeinab, did 

actually fall in Love with her, is true enough; 
but that he cauſed her Husband Zeyd to put 
her away, that he might have the Enjoyment 
of her, is falſe. Mohammed was ſo far from 
contriving and inforcing this Separation, that 
he difluaded it: It was Zeyd's own Act and 
Deed, by an Exceſs of Gratitude to Moham- 
med, who had been ſo kind a Maſter to him. 
He then ſtands acquitted of this Crime. | 

The fame Reverend Divine taxes Mohams 

med with another Amour attended with Per- 
jury, f as he repreſents the above to have 
been with Violence. He tells us, The Pro- 
phet's Wives, Ayeſha and Hafsa, caught him 
in the Fact with one Mary an Egyptian Ser- 
vant of his, and that to pacify his Wives he 
promiſed, with an Oath, never to have to do 

With her more; but that he was baſe and 
wicked enough to break his Oath, and rh 
they caught him with her again: But for what 
relates to this, he is very handſomely reproved 
and ſet right by Mr. Sale ; and ſo Moham- 
med is abſolved from Part of this Charge. 


YE * 9 _e „„ — * „ 
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Life of Mahomet, p. 112. 7 | FCN 
$ See the Koran, Chap. LXVI. p. 456, in the Notes. 


'* See the Koran, Chap. XXXUIL p. 347, in che 
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And now that we are upon Mobammed's 
Faults and the Doctor's Miſtakes, we muſt 
not forget a Third. He tells us, That when 
Mohammed firſt arrived at Tathreb | ſince 
called Medina] he erected a Moſch for the 
Exerciſe of his New Religion; and that 27 7s 
recorded as an Inſtance of his Injuftice, that he 
violently diſpoſſeſſed certain poor Orphans, the 
Children of an inferior Artificer a little before 
deceaſed, of the Ground on which it ſtood, 
and fo founded this Firſt Fabric of his Mor- 
ſhip, with the like IVickedneſs as he did his 
Religion. 1 5 ON 
Ihe Book where the Doctor finds this re- 
corded is a very ſuſpicious one, intitled, Di 
pPutatio Chriſtiani contra Saracenos ; we need 
ſay no more of it. But as he allows our Arab 
to have been, at leaſt, a crafty and ſenſible Fel- 
low, one would have imagined this Story ſhould 
have abundantly diſproved itſelf with a Man of 
his Judgment ; and had he been a little leſs pre- 
judiced than he was, ſuch an Authority, as he 
here relies upon, would rather have confirmed 
him in a Disbelief of the Thing, than not. 
But, alas! this weighty Crime vaniſhes away. 
like the Reſt ; it is throughout the whole 'Te- 
nor of it falſe : And if it be asked how the. 
Doctor happens to be ſo very much miſtaken 2. 
he fhall anſwer you himſelf preſently. In the 
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mean 'Time it may not be amiſs to ſay what 
is more certainly true of the above 'Tranſac- 
tion ; and this I thall chuſe to do in the Words 
of the Learned "Tranſlator of the Koran, who 
has made it his Buſineſs to. repreſent this Mat- 
ter in its proper Colours, in Oppoſition to our 
Author. This Action Dr. Prideaux exclaims 
againſt, repreſenting it as a flagrant Inſtance 
of Injuftice, for that, ſays he, he violently 
diſpoſſeſſed theſe poor Orphans, the Sons of an 
inferior Artificer (whom the Author he quotes 
calls a Carpenter) of this Ground, and ſo 
ſounded the Pirſt Fabric of his Worſhip with 
the like Wickedneſs as he did his Religion. 
But to ſay nothing ef the Improbability that 
Mohammed ſhould att in ſo impolitic a Man- 
ner at his firſt coming, the Mohammedan 
Writers ſet this Mair in a quite different 
Light. One tells us, that he treated with 
the Lads about the Piece of Ground, but 
they defired he would accept of it as a Pre- 
ſent; howerer, as Hiſtorians of good Credit 
aſſure us, he attually bought it, and the Mo- 
ney was paid to Abu Becr. Beſides, had 
Mohammed accepred it as a Preſent, the Or- 
phans were in Circumſtances ſulſicient to have 
aforded it; for they were of a very good Fa- 
mily, of the Tribe of Najjar, one of the moss 
Hiuſtrious among the Arabs, and not the Sons 


of a Carpenter, as Dr. Prideaux's Author 


writes, who took the Word Najjar, which 


Seguifies a Carpenter, for an Appellative, 


| whereas 


(47.3 

whereas it is a proper Name. * Very well. 
This is directly to our Purpoſe ; we have only 
to hint, that Mr. Sale, from whom we have 
tranſcribed this, aſſerts nothing | ut what he 
borrows from the moſt approved Mobammedan 
Writers, who are conſtantly, and with great 
Scrupuloſity, quoted by him. | 

Theſe three moſt enormous Crimes are 
much aggravated, and exhibited as the moſt 
remarkable Specimens of Mohammed's Life 
and Converſation» But if Truth and the 
moſt genuin Authorities are to take Place, 
what is there in them? We have ſeen, But 
ſuppoſing them, in all their Circumſtances, to 
have been the Truth, and nothing but the 
Truth, what would they prove ? That Mo- 
hammed was a Man as weak as the Reſt of 
his Kind. But is it not grievous we ſhould 
think ourſelves obliged to recur to ſuch mean 
Subterfuges, to blacken a Man whom Ne 
may miſtakenly reckon an Adverſary, and 
eſpecially when our Cauſe cannot poſſibly ſtand 
in Need of ſuch pitiful Aſſiſtance 2 Is it not 
extraordinary that we ſhould apprehend it 
neceſſary, right or wrong, to inſiſt on Mat- 
ters of ſuch doubtful Foundation, and, uncer- 
tain as they are, exhibit them as mighty Ag- 
gravations and Indications of Impoſture in this 
Man, and at the ſame Time ſuppreſs his great 
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and ſhining Virtues, and ' ungenerouſly turn 
them either into Ridicule or Impiety ? It is 
ſhameful, and we ought to bluſh at it. Tf 
And now Dr. Prideanx, as we juſt now 
promiſed, ſhall tell you how he and others are 
guilty of ſuch Injuſtice to Mohammed; and 
when he has given his Reaſon, let him ſtand 
or fall by it. Jheſe then are his Words : * The 
Chriftians, who abhorred his Wickedneſs, are 
apt to ſay too much. For it was uſual with 
them, as it is with all other contending Par- 
tes, to ſnatch at every Story, which would 
&iſparage the Religion they were againſt, and 
beliere it, right or wrongs, if it would ſerce 
their Pur piſe this May. And from hence it 
hath- preceeded, that we have had fo many 
fabulous and riciculous Accounts of Nahomet 
and his Impoſiare, go current among us, 
which ſerve only to the exprſing cf us to the 
Laughter of the Mahometans, when related 
among them. F This is an ingenious Confeſ- 
ſion, and may be ſaid to make ſomething in 
Favor of Mohammed and Mohammediſm ; 
and yet our Author cannot refrain from very 
grofs Abuſes of both, nor contain himſelf with- 
in the Bounds of common Decency and Deco- 
rum; or be fo juſt as to diſtinguiſh the Good 
in either from the Evil, and not indiſcrimi- 
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nately condemn both alike as wicked, impt- 
- ous, and prophane, But, alas! it Chriſtians 
have reciprocally uſed each other with the 
Cruelties they have been known to exerciſe 
againſt each other ; if they have, almoſt in all 
Ages, been ſo perverſely blind, as not to per- 
ceive the Beauties of their own Religion, but 
have as good as renounced them for a Parcel 
of ſenſeleſs and vain Doctrines about Trifles 
and inexplicable Niceties, what are the Mo- 
hammedans to expect from them? | 
The great Miſchief of it is, we cannot, the 
beſt and moſt candid of us, forbear comparing 


the Man Mohammed with the Divine Fefus 5 | 


and upon the Compariſon, finding the Diffe- 
rence to be infinitely great, we immediately 
_ conclude, That nothing perfectly or ſtrictly 
good can proceed from him. But this is deal- 
ing unfairly by him: If he falls very fort of 
Chriſt, dreſs him out to all the Advantage 
vou pleaſe ; he will not appear ſo mean or 
contemptible, if compared with the moſt emi- 
nent Prophets of the Old Teſtament, or the 
moſt ſage Legiſlators and Founders of Anti- 
quit). 

And here, though we profeſſedly deny him 
to have been a Prophet, in the Strictneſs of 
the Acceptation, yet we cannot but obſerve, 
that abſolute Perfection is by no Means requi- 
red in the Behavior and Actions of a Prophet. 
There have been Prophets who have teen very 
weak, and even wicked Men, Maimonides, in- 
one 1 deed, 


(20) 
deed, tells us, * if we would know a Prophet, 
We are io obſerve the Perfection of his Perſon, 
and his Behavior and Converſation : But 
that the chief Sign to obſerve him by, is, if he 
renounce and deſpiſe corporeal Pleaſures, and 
eſpecially that Serfe, which, according to Ariſ- 
totle, is a Reproach to us, and the Turpi- 
tude of the venereal AGF ; and that by this 
Mark God detects all falſe Prophets, and fo 
on. Here Maimonides moſt certainly forgets 
himſelf ; for, if what he ſays be true, David 
mult have been a very falſe Prophet; he 
loved a handſom Woman as well as ever Mo- 
hammed did; and we read, That he would 
once ſtick at nothing, however baſe and diſ- 
honorable, to. procure the Enjoyment of her 
he liked. And however his ſevere Repentance 
may have dore away his moſt dreadful Of- 
ferice, as no Doubt it did, it is certain, that 
what he was guilty of, in procuring Bathſhe- 
ba to himſelf, was far beyond all that our 
Arabian ever committed this Way, even ſup- 
poſing him to have done more than is reported 
im. 1 „ 
Balaam, I think, is generally condemned as 
a very wicked Man, and yet who a better 
Prophet than he? The very nobleſt and moſt 
explicit Prophecy concerning Chriſt comes 
from him. Samuel muſt be allowed to have 


„* * 
ju — 


More Nev. Lib. II. p. 40. 


* 


beans 


(21) 

been, humanly ſpeaking, a remorſeleſs Man, in 
what he did to the Captive King of Amalek; 
and ſeems, in that Action, to have breathed no 
Spirit but that of the keeneſt and blackeſt Re- 
venge. Eliſba ſeems to have been a weak and 
cruel Creature. What Man of common Com- 
_ and good Nature can read the Story of 

is calling forth Bears (they came at his Curſe) 
to devour a Parcel of poor filly Children, only 
for nick-naming him Bala-Pate: Who, I ſay, 
can read it without Horror 2 Whatever may be 
ſaid to palliate Things of this Nature, whe- 
ther in Samuel, or Eliſha, or any other, they 
have a very dreadiul Aſpect with Men who 
conceive of God that he is eternally the ſame 
Merciful Father over all his Works, and that 
he never would enjoin or countenance what 1s 
repugnant to his very Eſſence and Nature. The 
very beſt of our Divines have agreed, That 
no Chriſtian Reaſons can juſtify '!'hings of this 
Nature. God's Mercy is endleſs, immutable, 
nor to be changed into Rage and Caprice, 
Beſides, theſe Proceedings in theſe ſeveral Pro- 
phets were not only of evil Tendency and Ex- 
ample to the Times they lived in, they have 
extended- down to all ſucceeding Generations, 
and have been quoted to juſtify the moſt de- 
teſtable Barbarities. 'To ſuppoſe therefore the 
Spirit of God to have prompted them to theſe 
Things, is making him the Author of what 
every Man of common Humanity would from 
his Soul abhor, and every Man of common 


Senſe 


6 
Senſe and Goodneſs be aſhamed of. I con- 
tend therefore that it is not reaſonable to ima- 
gine the Prophets to have been, at all Times, 
agitated by the forcible Influence of Inſpiration ; 
or to have been, at ordinary Times, more 
than the common Rate of Men; or that they 
were free from Subje&ion to Sin, or in no 
Danger of committing of Evil. Jonas, we 
all know, was moſt flagrantly guilty of the 
Sin of Diſobedience. V 

For ought then that appears, Mohammed 
may, for any Enormity he was guilty of, have 
been a Prophet; and, for the firſt Ten Years 
of his Miniſtry, may, according to what we 
have cited above from Maimonides, have been 
even a perfect Prophet, being apparently defi- 
cient in no one of his Characteriſtics of a true 
and legitimate Prophet: But this only by the 
„„ | 1 
And yet, that this may not appear ſo ſtrange, 
have not Men been ſent by God, as Prophets, 
or what elſe you will pleaſe to call them, to 
further ſome wiſe and great End of Provi- 
dence, though they have, at the ſame Time, 
been Profeſlors of falſe Religions, and even 
Idolaters ? Zoroaſtres, the Magian, is rec- 
koned to have been a true Prophet, by the 
learned Hhde, and ſuppoſed to have been 
the Author of that Prophecy, concerning Chriſt, 
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which directed the Wiſe Men to him, upon a 
certain Appearance among the Stars of Hea- 
ven. Were not Scrates and other Sages the 
Inſtruments of Heaven, to teach the Heathen 
Virtue and a good Life? and did not SHo— 
crates, in particular, pretend to a-Kind of ſu- 
perior Influence, or Genius, or what you pleaſe, 
to aſſiſt him in the noble Work he had begun, 
and would haye carry'd on, if not hurry'd out 
of the World by the Malice and ſtupid Igno- 
rance of his Contemporaries ? 

And here I cannot perceive how we can 
poſſibly do otherwiſe than aſcribe all Good to 
the immediate Intervention of God himſelf. 
If he is infinitely good, and ever the ſame, 
ever watchful over all his Works; always at- . 
tentive to the Welfare and Happineſs of Man, 
and ever ready at Hand to amend the perpe- 
tual Corruption of our Ways ; how ſhall we, 
preſume to deny him his Right, of being the 
. fole Author and immediate Inſpirer of all 
Virtue and Juſtice » Whence ſhould Man have 
it, but from the enlightning Beam cf the 
Almighty 2 who though he has indued all 
Men with a ſufficient Stock of natural Vir- 
tue and Excellencies of Heart, may yet, 
upon the Depravities of particular Ages, by- 
afled by wicked Cuſtoms and Manners, coun- 
tenanced and allowed of even by the Magiſ- 
trate and the Prieſt, have inſpired the Heart 
of ſome particular Man, in an extraordinay 
Manner, to warn them of their evil Dein 

an 
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and reclaim them to a better Mind. And may 
not theſe Men be properly enough called the 
Inſtruments of God's Mercy, and deſerve to be 
conſidered as ſuch 2 Did not God who formed 
the Man, indue him with his Gifts? Who 
| then is to be bleſſed for them but God; or 
from whom elſe ſhould we derive them ? 

As unwilling as IJ am to allow Mohammed 
to have been any Thing like what he pretend- 
ed to be, I have never been able to think of 
him otherwiſe than as an Inſtrument in the 
Hand of God, to ſave even the Chriſtian 
Church itſelf from utter Perdition. I am far 
from being ſanguin upon the Thing; but 
really there is very apparent Reaſon to think 


fo. It is a Remark of the Reverend Dr. Pri- 


W 


deatix, and very remarkable it is, That 
Mohammed hegan his Impeſture about or juſt 
at the very Time that the Biſhop of Rome, 
by Vertue of a Grant from the wicked Tyrant 
Phocas, firſt aſſumed the Title of Univerſal 
Paſtor, and thereby claimed to himſelf that 
Supremacy which he has been ever fince en- 
deauvouring to uſurp over the Church of Chriſt. 
Aud that, from this Time, both having con- 
ſpired to found themſelves an Empire in In- 
peſture, their Followers have been ever ſince 
endeavouring, by the ſame Methods, that is, 
Fire and Sword, to propagate it among Man- 


1 


8 
— 


* Lite of 1 ahomet, p. 13. 


kind ; 
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Rind ; fo that Artichriſt ſeems at this Time 
70 hace ſer b:th his Feet por (hriſte o ro- 
gether, the one in the Eaſt, and the ther in 
the Teſt. 

Now one would think that a very extraor- 
dinary Reflex on or Conjecture flould have 
naturally occurred to the Mind of the judicious 
Divine who makes this Remark : And, had 
he deſigned any Thing beſides the diſplaying 


of the Impoſture of our Arab, he could nor 


but have taken Notice of it: But he was ſo 
poſſeſſed with Notions of the temporary Dimi- 
nut ion Chriſtianity apparently ſufiered, by the 
Riſe and Progreſs of this pretended Prophet, 
that he could take in no other Conſideration 
as he went along, or allow that God may 
have ſtirred up, and proſpered this Man for very 
wiſe Ends. | 

The better to underſtand how this may have 
been, let us only remember the State of Chriſ- 
tianity in the Faſt at the Time of his Appear- 
ance. It is, by the ſincereſt of Chriſtians, aſ- 
ſerted, That in the Eaſtern Parts, we have no- 
thing to do with our own, the very Eſſence of 
our Religion was annih! lated among Men, that 
nothing but the bare Name of what they im- 
piouſly pretended to profeſs, was to ie dif- 
cerned among them. It is, on all Hands, 
8 that the Church was now moſt woe 

lly degenerated into a Den of Thieves, Rob- 
bers, Murderers, and dangerous Aſſaſſins, who 
were grown a Terror to the Civil Magiſtrate 
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almoſt the World over ; and that both Ma- 
giſtrate and Subject were on the Brink of fall - 
ing into an Abyſs of the moſt cruel Slavery, 
under the moſt inexorable and remorſeleſs Ty- 
' rants. It is known alſo, that this was all 
carrying on under the ſpecious Pretence of Re- 
beck, and moſt impudently founded on the. 
ſuperior Rights of the Clergy, who could 
admit of no Sort of Competition between 
them and the Laity, whether as Men or 
Chriſtians; as if their Buſinefs had not been 
to preach Peace, but to foment Deſtruction and 
irretrievable Ruin wherever they came; as 
if the Beauty of Holineſs purely conſiſted in 
the Superlative of Pride, boundleſs Ambition, 
implacavle Revenge, and, in ſhort, the Ex- 
tirpation of Mankind. They now moſt am- 
ply, by every of their Works, typified the 
Lamb of God en inſatiably voracious Lyon, 
and were ready prevared to convert the boun- 
teous Earth, into a Scene of Deſolation, as 
fir as their Malice could effect fo dreadful a a 
Change : All which being ſufficiently acknow- 
ledged on ail Hands, by the beſt of Chriſti- 
ans, we need not reſort to the numberleſs Ru- 
thorities we might, to juſtify what we ſay. 

In the midit of this, Mohammed, in an ob- 
ſecure Corner of the Earth, whether moved 
thereto by the groſs Idolatry of his Country- 
men, and the conſummate Wickedneſs he had 
in his Travels, as a Merchant, obſerved among 
Chriſtians, or by any other Motive ordinary or 

i. extraor- 


„„ 
extraordinary, retires from the World, wirh 
Deſign to offer ſomething to correct the Follies 
and Corruptiens that prevailed among Men; 
to aboliſh the blind Paganiſm of his own 
Country, and to reform the growing Errors 
of other Nations he had ſeen. What Obſta- 
cles he foreſaw to oppoſe him in his great De- 
fign, may be impoſſibole to ſay; but that he 
foreſaw they would be great and many in 
Number, and, in a Manner, inſurmountavle, 
muſt be readily granted to a Man, on all 
Hands confeſſed to have been a Perſon of great 
Wit and Judgment ; though it is pretty appa- 
rent his firſt Views were by no Means exten- 
five ; for he ſeems, by his Beginning, to have 
propoſed nothing to himſelf but to gain a Sect 
of Proſelytes, whatever his Hopes may have 
been, that his Doctrine might ſpread after 
his Death. He had apparently no Thoughts 
of the mighty Empire he founded, or of any 
Supremity but that of being the Head of his 
Sect while he lived. 
Ne appears accordingly, and begins to teach 
a new Doctrine, as it was thought, though he 
himſelf pretended it to be no more than the 
old and unchangeable Religion which was firſt 
delivered to Adam, and tranſmitted from Pro- 
phet to Prophet, from Patriarch to Patriarch: 
Perſevering therein, he is conſtantly ridiculed 
and abuſed, is at length perſecuted ; his Life 
is threatned, and he flies from his Native Place. 
To defend himſelf from thoſe whom he had 

E 2 expe- 
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experierced to be 0 3 and impla- 


Fa ly his Enemies, he giids on the Sword; he 


takes the Field ; A frenuous to oppoſe, and 
artful to palli ate the Frowns of Fortune, as 
well as prudent to make the moſt of her Smiles, 
he becomes the Conqueror, and in the Con- 
ſequence thereof, the Prophet and Lawgiver 
of almoſt his whole Country, From ſuch low 
and hum le Beginnings did he arrive to the 
Summit of human Grandeur! and from ſuch 
ſec emingly well-meaning and diſintereſted */iews 


did he tecome Lord of Arabia, and the Foun- 


der of a Religion, which, as unaccountable as 
it may ſeem to ſome, is to me nearer to the 
true Chriſt an Syſtem, than what was be- 
lizved or practiſed among thoſe who in his 
Pays Ulaſphemouily called themſelves Chriſ- 
tians; or than is profeſled by Papiſts, eſpe- 
cially, at this Day, or any other Sect of Chrif- 
tians without the Pale of the Proteſtant Church; 
a Religion, which as it has at all Times fince 
it U degan, uch contributed to the Humiliation 
and, in ſome Sort, the Amendment of the 
great Body of thoſe who would have us be- 
lieve they profeſs Chriſt, may in Ages to come 


poduce a general Reformarion, Coalition, and 


Re- Ra the World over. That the Mobam: 
 medans themſeives expect, in a great Meaſure, 

his great Event will be obſerved hereafter ; 
and for us to dou>t of it is little leſs than De- 
nene, 


s 
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And here we are naturally led in gene- 
ral to diſplay what the Fundamentals of this 
Religion were and ſtill are. Rejecting the 
Trinity, which it is very likely Mohammed 
never rightly underſtood, any more than the 
violent Diſputants of his and the preceding 
Times, he poſitively aſſerts the Unity of the 
Godhead, dreading, perhaps, by the Trinity 
in Unity to fall into the Error of Polyzheiſm | 
but to wave this, we are ready to grant he 
never had any juſt Notion of what the Chriſ- 
tians are pioufly willing to believe, by our 
Unity in Trinity. Now if it be aſked, What 
he taught of his One Only God ? Let him an- 
{wer 2 himſelf ; (1.) God, he ſays, is 
God ! there is no God but he: the living, the 
ſelf-ſubſiſting God : Neither Slumber nor Sleep 
ſeigeth him; to him belongeth whatſoever is in 
Heacen and on Earth: His Throne is extended 
over Heaven and Earth, and the Preſerva- 
tion of both is no Burthen unto him, He is 4 
High aud Mighty : * His is the King- 1 
dom of Heaven and Earth; he giveth Life, | 
and be puttgth to Death; and he is Almigh- 
tye He is the Firſt and the Laſt ; the Ma- 
nifeſt and the Hidden : .—— It is he who cre- 
ated the Heavens and the Earth in Six Days, 
and then aſcended bis Throne. His is the 
Kingdom of Heaven and Earth; and unto 
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Him ſhall all Things return. He cauſeth the 
Night to ſucceed the Day, and he cauſet hi 


the Day to ſucceed the Night: * —— (2.) 


There is 0 private Diſcourſe among Three 
Perſons, but he is the Fourth of them ; nor 


among. Five, but he is the Sixth of them; 


neither among a ſmaller Number than this, 
nor a larger, but he is with them, whereſo- 
ever they be: And he will declare unto them 
t#bat\ which they have done, on the Day ef 
Reſurredt ion; for God knoweth all Things: 
f (.) Men may conceal themſelces 
from Men, but they cannot conceal themſelces 
from Him; [for he is with them when they 
imagine by Night a Saying which pleaſeth 
him not, and comprehendeth what they do: 
He knoce ei h whatſoever entreth into the Barth, 
and whatfcever cemeth out of the ſame, and 


ewhatſcecer deſcendeth from Heaven, and 


ewhaiſcerer aſcendeth thereto : || Unto 
him is reſerced the Kniwledee of the Hour 
of Fudement And no Fruit cometh forth 
from the Knobs which invokee it; neither 


doth any Female concetve in her Womb, nor 


is ſhe delivered of her Burthen, but with his 
| Knewledge': 4 —— He Rnoweth what the 
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* Koran, Chap. LVII. p. 437. 
I Ibid. Chap. LVIII. p. 441. 
$ Ibid. Chap. IV. p. 74. 
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(3 
Breaſts of Men conceal, and what they diſ- 
Cover : © e knoweth the Secrets of Fu- 
tarity © + (4.) He is gracious unto 
his Servants: 0 — gracious and merciful : 
| (J.) His ſhords are perfect, in 
Truth and Fuſtice ; there is none who can 
change his Morde: + - He hath no Simi- 
litude. But to dwell on all he ſays of this 
Kind were e.. 3% 
We ſhall therefore only remark, that he 
has here nothing unworthy of God, either in 
the Deſcription of him or his Attributes, and 
that the ſame mult be ſubſcribed by every ſober- 
minded Chriſtian, who conſiders God in his 
Unity, abſtractedly from the Myſtery of the 
Trinity; excepting the Partiality he attributes 
to him in Behalf of his own Followers, in Pre- 
judice to the whole World beſides ; which in 
his Circumſtances may be well enough ex- 
cuſed, as it was the moſt eſficacious Method 
he could think of to inforce his Doctrine. 
Having thus exhibited ſome ſcattered Hints, 
out of Thouſands, concerning his Notions 
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* A, Koran, Chap. XXVII. P. 315. 
f Ibid. Chap. LXXII. p. 469. 

6 Ibid. Chap. II. p. 24. 

| Ibid. Chap. XVI. p. 215. 

+ Ibid. Chap. VI. p. 111. 

' ** Ibid; Chap. XXXI. p. 335. 
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about God, I ſhall do the ſame with Regard 
to the Moraiity. he teache. | 
Serve. God, and fhew Kindneſs unto Pa- 
rents, and Relations, and Orphans, and the 
Poor, and pour Neighbour who is of Kin to 
you, and alſo your Neighbour who is a Stran- 
ger, and to your familiar Companion, and 
the Trapeller, and the Captives whom your 
Right Hands ſhall poſſeſs ; for God loveth not 
2 or ain glorious, who are Covetous, 
and recommend Covetouſneſs unto Men; and 
conceal that which God of his Bounty hath 
gizen them, and who beſtow their Wealth in 
Charity to be obſerved of Men. This being 
the Sum and Subſtance of the moral or practi- 
cal Part of Religion, I ſhall forbear to trouble 
the Reader with more of the numerous Paſ- 
ſages 'I might exhibit from him, to evince 
that his Morality is not far ſhort of that of the 
Goſpel itſelf, from whence he may partly have 
borrowed it, and is therefore no farther to be 
commended for it, I own, than that it proves 
him to have been a Man, in ſome Degree, 
of virtuous Diſpoſition, and general Beneyo- 
lence. I 5 | 
But one of the moſt ſolid Objections made 
to the moral Part of his Doctrine particularly, 
is, his allowing of Polygamy ; which is alſo 
ſaid to have been artfully contrived by him, 


71 Al Koran, Chap. IV. p. 66. 
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to Allure Men into his-Snare. But this is ſaid 


at a Venture ; his Countrymen lived up to 
the moſt ſcandalous Pitch of that Practice long, 
very long, before he {at out as a Reformer; fo 
that their Converſion to him could derive no 
new Privileges on them in that Reſpe& ; and, 
as we have obſerved before, it is very likely 
he had at firſt no Thoughts of extending his 
Faith beyond the Bounds of his own Country. 
Nor: muſt we omit, that as much as he ſeems 


to connive at and encourage a promiſcuous 


Uſe of Women, he recommends Chaſtity as a 
Virtue to be practiſed ; 27 are allo allowed 
to marry free Women that are Believers, and 
alſo fr ee Women of 7 hof, e who hade received 


the Scriptures before you, when you ſhall haut 


aſſigned them their Dower ; living chaſtly 
with them, neither. committins Fornication. 
nor taking them for Concubines. * Here is a 
poſitive Precept in Honour, as we may ſay; of 
the marry'd State, and to deter Men from the 
Sin of an unlimited Commerce ; for every, 
Woman a Man takes to him, muſt here 
have her Dower aſſigned her, and be treated 
not as a Concubine, with whom it is here de- 
clared a Sin to converſe. Nor muſt it be un- 
obſerved, that this ſame Precept ſtrikes deep 
at the Root of Polygamy ; and renders it im- 
practicable for the Groſs of Mankind to be 


— 
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* Koran, Chap. V. 5 83. 
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guilty 


Fn 

guilty of it ; for if every Woman a Man takes 
muſt have a Dower allotted her, the Genera- 
lity of Men could not pretend to marry» a 
Number, let the Dower be ever ſo ſmall; and 
as for Whoredom and Fornication, it is ex- 
preſly here condemned as ſinful. But to con- 
firm this Matter by another poſitive Precept, 
it is plain he was no Friend to Polygamy, 
or a numerous one at leaſt, for he expreſly 
confines the Number of Women, a Man may 
lawfully take; to Four: Take in Marriage 
Two, or Three, or Four, and net more.“ 
By this Limitation he ſeems plainly to imply 
the Irregularity of Polygamy ; as alſo that he 
was under a Neceſſity of making this Conceſ- 
hon, for the. Sake of thoſe, whoſe Affluence 
might tempt and inable them to gratify them- 
ſelves with a Number of the Sex; judging this 
Allowance to be the moſt effectual Means of 
keeping them within ſome tolerable Bounds. 
Nor can we urge, as the judicious Tranſlator 
of the Koran obſerves, in his preliminary Diſ- 
courſe, f againſt fo plain a Precept, the cor- 
rupt Manners of his Fullewers, many of whom, 
eſpecially Men of Quality and Fortume, in- 
dulge themſelves in criminal Exceſſes; nor 
yet the Example of the Prophet himſelf, who 
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Bad peculiar Privileges in this and other 
Phints. ved | 

What theſe Privileges were, I ſhall not 
dwell upon; but obſerve, that this Doctrine 
of Polygamy, as here ſtated and illuſtrated, 
could have availed him but little with his 
Countrymen and others, their Neighbours, who 
| ſeem to have been quite free from Reſtraint.in 
this Particular: On the contrary, it muſt have 
diſguſted them rather, and kept them at a 
Diſtance from him. Nor can it, with any 
great Juſtice, be ſaid, that he intended it to 
captivate the Hearts of the Chriſtians, whoſe 
purer Practice, in this Reſpect, ſuggeſted to 
them better 'Things ; but eſpecially if we re- 
member, that at the ſame 'Time he makes this 
ſpecious Offer, if ſo it may be called, he en- 
joins ſuch Abſtinences and Auſterities, as being 
merely ſuperſtitious, or aukwardly political, 
the Chriſtians knew little or nothing of, and 
the Pagans, no Doubt, infinitely leſs. Abſtinence 
from Wine, and the Diſuſe of Gaming and 
Uſury, would be Points of hard Digeſtion, even 
with the moſt regular of us, and be accounted 


great, and, perhaps, needleſs Impoſitions ; nor 


thould we, I believe, imagine it to be any 
great Bargain, to be allowed the Uſe of Four 
Wives upon theſe Conditions ; and much leſs, 
if thereto we add, as we muſt, the frequent 
and ſcrupulous Waſhings, the frequently ſtated 
Times of Prayer, the long and rigorous Faſt 
of Ramadan, the tedious and dangerous Pil- 
| | F 2 grimage 
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grimage to Mecca, and other In junctions which 
make the Practice of Mohammediſm by fo 
Means a pleaſant or eaſy Undertaking; and 
therefore but ill adapted to allure a Man of 
a moſt any other Religion to change it for 
this. | 
Another, and: indeed, much more weighty 
Objection againſt Mobanimediſm, is, That it 
admits of no Redemption of Mankind from 
the imputed Guilt of Adam, wherein it moſt 
eſlentially difters from Chriſtianity. But if we 
conſider that Mohammed yas really no inſpi- 
red Perſon, or honoured with any particular 
Revelation, we need not wonder at this Error 

| of his. The Neceſſity of our Redemption from 
ibs the Beginning of the World is a Myſtery we 
. had never underſtood, but by the Aſſiſtance 
of the plaineſt Revelation. It is certainly a 
Point of Doctrine beyond human Conception, 
and never will ſubmit to the Demonſtrations 
ot common Reaſon, as is plain by the Endea- 
vours of thoſe who have in vain undertaken to 
dilucidate it and make it appear. It is cer- 
ll  tainly a Point of Faith which we ought rather 
ll. implicitly to believe, than preſumptuouſly of- 
ll; fer to explain. If ſo, and that ſo it is every 
rational Divine muſt allow, where is the Won- 
der that Mohammed had no Conception of it ? 
To him who argued by the unaſſiſted Lights 
of Nature, and little elſe, this Doctrine muſt 
have appeared ſomething quite out of the Way, 
nor t reducible to the plain Rules of common 
Ine 
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Juſtice. A natural Reaſoner, we muſt all con- 


feſs, would at once conclude there could be 


no Redemption required, when the full Pe- 


nalty had been inflicted. So Mankind having, 


for the Sin of Adam, been expelled Paradiſe, 


and ſubjected to Miſery and Death, Moham- 


med may have groſly concluded this Firſt Sin 
to have been amply attoned for, and expiated 
by this Expulſion and Subjection, in Comple- 


tion of the Original Sentence. But for Sins 


committed by us in our preſent State, which 
may ſeem to be ſo many Aggravations of the 
fatal Diſobedience of our Firſt Father, and ſo 
many daring Dehances of Heaven to inflict 
further Puniſhments upon us; to expiate theſe 
he enjoins Repentance, Faith, and good Works, 
not only to clear us in this Life, in the Sight 
of God, but to intitle us to proportionable 
Rewards in the Life to come, So far our 
Arab's Underſtanding might extend to, by 
the mere Help of his Reaſon; nor can we 
therein pronounce him in the General to be 
miſtaken : But if he had no Notion of what 
we have always been liable to, through the 


Guilt of Adam, we are rather to pity him for 


his Want of Knowledge in genuin Revelation, 
than upbraid him with the Wickedneſs of his 
Omiſhon. 

To inſiſt no longer on his Deficiency, as to 
ſome of the moſt important Doctrines, either 
of Faith or Practice, in which we can perceive 
nothing juſtly blamable in Mohammed, conſi- 

dering 


(33) 

dering him a mere Man, groping after 'Truth 
by the faint Light of Nature, and, perhaps, 
the almoſt extinguiſhed Light of Revelation ; 
he is taxed with the groſſeſt and moſt palpable 
Forgeries, and moſt extravagant Abſurdities. 
His Journey to Heaven is particularly expa- 
tiated on, and he thence proved to have been 
a Madman, and what not. But before we 
proceed to theſe Lengths, we ſhould firſt of 
all inquire what Concern he may have had in 
this Forgery himſelf, and whether or no the 
Account of it be originally from himſelf, or 
the monſtrous Invention of ſome legendary 


Writer 2 | 


The Seventeenth Chapter of his Koran is 
intitled, The Night Fourney, as this pretended 
Flight to Heaven is commonly called ; but in 
that Chapter we read nothing of this Journey, 
but that he was tranſported by Night from the 
Temple of Mecca to the Temple of Jeruſa- 
lem; he there ſays not a Word of being con- 


veyed from Jeruſalem to Heaven, which it 


is likely he would never have omitted, had 
what we elſewhere read of it ſo much as en- 


tered into his Imagination. This Night Jour- 


ney, in its ſeveral Particulars, may be read in 
Prideaux's Life of Mohammed ; who has 
inſerted it at Length as a Reproach to this 


- pretended Prophet, though he, at the ſame 


Time, is ſo juſt to him as to allow, that he 
was helped to ſome of the chief Matter of it by 
„ | | on 


(39) 
the Talmudiſts. But he is wrong, and egregi- 
oully ſo, in ſaying Mohammed makes mention 
of this Journey in the Seventeenth Chapter of 
the Koran: he there, as we have obſerved, takes 
Notice of nothing farther than his ſudden Re- 
moval from Mecca to Feruſalem ; though in 
his Fifty-third Chapter there is ſome remote 
Intimation of his immediate Converſation with 
God, which may ſeem, though imperte&ly 
enough, to quadrate with what is at Length 
in Prideaux related thereof. f The Whole 
of. the Chapter, 9 particularly called T he 
Night Journey, is nothing but a continued Se- 
ries of Admonition, Reproof, and moral In- 
ſtruction, without any Narrative at all relating 
to the Title. 


Now whether or no this Night Journey 
was a real Journey, or a Viſion, is allowed 


to be a. Queſtion among the Mohammedan 
Doctors, || who are very variouſly divided 
about the 'Thing, ſome thinking he was tranſ- 
ported corporeally to Feruſalem, according to 


the Import of his own Text in the Koran, 


and thence in Spirit only taken up to Hea- 
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* Prideaux's Life of Mohammed, p. 45. 
t Ibid. p. 43. 
FS Chap. XVII. p. 22). 
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ven. But though it is the received Opinion 
that he wa- actually tranſported in the Body, 
that will not be ſufficient to fix the Fact upon 
him; eſpecially if his own Silence about it, 
and the Doubts of their Commentators and 
Interpreters be thrown into the oppolite Scale. 
It is poſſible, and, indeed, very probable, that 
he never dictated the Particulars of the Fiction 
recited by Prideaux. F Let us but be ſo juſt 
as to take Notice, that it is handed down to 
us by Tradition, which has been the Scandal 
and ſtumbling Block both of Jes and Chriſ- 
tians. i 5 

It is very likely, that by a Fetch of Policy 
he may have pretended to have been in Hea- 
ven, and to have there converſed with God 
himſelf in Perſon, to derive the greater Re- 
ſpe& on him and his Doctrine; and it is not 
unlikely but he may have recounted ſome ro- 
mantic Circumſtances of what he there ſaw 
and heard ; which may, under the inventive 
Hands of his Followers, have been ſwelled out 
to the enormous Tale we are told about it. Sto- 
ries of this Nature never loſe of the Marvel- 

lous by Length of Time. 
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* See the Notes to the Seventeenth Chapter of the 
Koran, p. 227. | 
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But this pretended Aſcent of his, though, to 


te ſure, paſſing all Belief, is not ſo very 
ſtrange or unprecedented. He had heard, it 
may be, that St. Paul had been taken up to 
Heaven, and thinking to ſurpaſs that inſpired 
Perſon, who piouſly retains a profound Silence 
of what he there ſaw or heard, as unlawful to 
reveal, and paſt human Comprehenſion, may 
preſumptuouſly have ventured a Length be- 


yond him, and pretended to give ſome actual 


Account of Things. Fdaroirdf, the Perſian 


Prophet, pretended in like Manner to have 


been in the Celeſtial Regions; and ſo have 


others, vainly to emulate or ſurpaſs thoſe who 


have undoubtedly had a nearer Converſe with 
God, 


with Intent to juſtify him in his enthuſiaſtical 
or political Forgery, of having converſed with 


God in Heaven ; but to eaſe him of Part of 


the Load of Abſurdity thrown upon him, by 


thoſe who may imagine he, for certain, dictated 
what paſſes with us for his Night Fourney ; for 


that it may not be genuinly from him, appears 
by another Account of the ſame Tranſaction 
by A Bochars, which is much ſhorter, and 
void of the prodigious Anilities of the larger 
Account, which has been forged ſince. In 
ſhort, we are here to conſider him, as in all 
his other Pretences and Actions, as a Perſon 
by all Means and Ways contriving to propa- 
gate and eſtabliſh that Doctrine which he pro- 


G poſed 


What I have here been ſaying, has not been 


E 
poſed for the Rule and Reformation P, tis 
Countrymen ; towards which, he may have 
deemed all Methods to have been lawful, and 
even Falſhood itſelf to have been Praiſe-wor- 
th 

yo there may be thoſe who may y haſtily 
conclude, There can be nothing too r her to 
come from the Man, who could be filly enough 
to invent ſuch a Paradiſe as he has, for the 
Reception of his Followers ; and, indeed, no- 
thing can be well more ridiculous. But how 
comes it that we think ſo ? It is becauſe we 
have been better taught. We are told by 
undoubted Authority, and We are bound to 
believe it, 'That the Joys of the Life to come 
are of a ſp] :r1tual Sort, unſpeakable, incompre- 
henſible; that, we are Ter ber to marry nur be 
gicen in Marriage, but to be as the Angels in 
Heaven, and. eternally feaſted with the im- 
menſe Joy 8. inſpired by the beatific Viſion. 
And yet, though Chriſtians know all this, 
they. are obliged to convey their Sentiments 
of it, to one another, by corporeal Repreſenta- 
tions. We muſt either do fo, or be totally 
ſilent. Our Senſes are incapable of conceiving 
about Things that are not the immediate Ob- 
ject of them. 

 Mohammed's Ignorance, and it may well 
be excuſed him, concerning the Reſurrection, 
or his Preſumption rather, to ſay exactly how 
it ſhould be, is very likely to have led h m ſo 
egregiouſly aſtray, in What he writes of his 
Bowers 


N | 
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Bowers of Bliſs. We are told that we are te 

be raiſed a ſpiritual Body; but pretend not to 

ſay exactly how that is to be; what Altera- 

tion we are to go through we know not. And 


though a ſpiritual Body may, in Strictneſs of 


Speech, be deemed a Contradiction in Terms, 
we are obliged to expreſs ourſelves in that 
Manner for Want of another Term more ade- 
quate and appoſite. That we are to be raiſed 
we all believe, and that we are to be ſpiritu- 
aliſed in our Nature, is what we all hold; 
as alſo that our Joys are to be ſpiritual and no 
other, however we may te cloathed with the 
ſame Bodies. But it is by Faith that we ſpeak 
after this Manner, it is not carnally, or in the 
Language of the World ; we deduce our Be- 
lief from a more pure and limpid Stream than 
Mohammed ever had a clear Sight of, and 
our Notions are accordingly more refined and 
exalted ; and how ſheuld our Arab have en- 
joyed the ſame Advantages without the ſame 


Aſſiſtance? He certainly had it not, and there- 


fore proceeds upon the ſimple Ground-work of 


Nature; and ſuppoling the Body was to be 
raiſed identically the ſame, and with the ſame 
identical Paſſions and Appetites, he could pro- 


poſe no Sort of Delights to his Votaries, but 
ſuch as they were ſenſible of in this Life. A 
natural Reaſoner could do no otherwiſe upon 
his Principles of Belief ; and therefore conſi- 
dered as a Perſon in the firſt Place uninſpired, 


and in the ſecond Place as led aſtray by Tal- 
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is nothing ſo very monſtrouſly abſurd, as we 
are apt to imagine, in what he vaunts of his 


ſenſual Paradiſe. Senſe was the Standard he 


judged by, and he concluded accordingly. He 
was a mere Man, and he thought as a mere 

Man. Though there are thoſe who ſuppoſe 
his Paradiſe to be merely allegorical, and ſome- 
thing like, though no. Way to be compared 
with, our Apocalypſe. 5 | 
| Upon+-the Whole, how much ſocver Mo- 
hammed may have been out as to Things 
above, it is certain he is not much out of the 
Way as to Things below; and how much ſo- 
ever he may have run counter to the Purity 


and main Scope of Faith, it is certain he is not 
much, if at all, wrong as to Morals. He is 
then deficient but in little more than one half 

of the true Religion; and therefore ought not 


to be condemned by the Lump, or for what 


dhe is not guilty of, Ihat were an Injuſtice 


unbecoming of Men, and quite unworthy of 
Chriſtians. 8 | > 
To what we are to impute it may be hard 


to ſay, but we have it confirmed to us by the 
Experience of many Ages ; the Mohamme- 
dans have never perſecuted the Chriſtians to 


Death or Extirpation, for the Sake of their 
Religion, but have ever revered them, if I 
may uſe the Expreſhon, next to themſelves. 


This Religion chiefly propagated by the Sword, 


and eſtabliſhed in Violence, one would imagine 
— ud 


8 C25.) 
ſhould have been too impatient and haughty 
to brook with the Profeſſion of any other Faith, 


where it might imperiouſly have o-truded it- 


ſelf, But, what is ſtrange, to a Wonder, it 
has tolerated and protected all that were 
not immediate Idolaters, upon Conditions not 
ſo very bard conſidering they are impoſed by 


a Conqueror, and had, perhaps, been eafier, 


if the oppreſſed had been more moderate and 
decent in their ſpiritual Deportment towards 


their Maſters. Difference in Religion unhap- 


pily cauſes the wideſt of Breaches between 
Men ; hence ariſe the worſt and moſt irrecon- 
cilable of all Miſunderſtandings, the moſt vio- 
lent Feuds, and the moſt bloody and deftruc- 
tive Enmities. 85 | 
The Chriſtians and the Mohammed ans have 
always been at moſt cruel Variance with each 
other, in which we cannot but tax ourſelves 
with having been the Aggreſſors; for they 
have at all Times been ready to make large 
Conceſſions in Honour of our Divine Lawgiver 
and Religion ; while we have becn quite out- 
ragious againſt them and their Prophet, allow- 


ing no one Point in Favor of them, but con- 


demning them as the accurſed f God, from 
whom they cannot poſſibly hope for Mercy. 
And yet, though they are ſenſible of this, and 
as ſenſible that we, or at leaſt the great Body 
of thoſe who call themſelves Chriſtians, mean- 
ing the Roman Catholics, to whom we may, 
perhaps, add ſome zealouſly miſtaken Proteſ- 
| tants, 
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tants, would as ſoon ſuffer Death almoſt, as 
permit any Se& of them the free Exerciſe of 
their Religion under our Wing; notwithſtand- | 
ing they are ſenſible of this, we ſee the Stan 
protects the Creek Church, the Syrian, the 
Coptic, and others, while the Sui, does the 
ſame by the Armenian, Georgian, and 
others; in a Word, all the Churches of the 
Faſt ſtil] exiſt under the Favor and Conni- 
vance of Mohammedan Princes, though ſo 
compleatly arbitrary in their Sway, and tho' 
they rule even their own Brethren in Faith 
with a Rod of Iron. Fe, 
Whence this Toleration, in ſuch deſpotic 
Maſters, takes Birth, may be hard to ſay, or 
by what Motive they have been kept to it; 
but we would venture to aflert, That had the 
Churches and Sects which find Shelter under 
the Mohommedan Banner, been half as long 
in Subjection to the Biſhop of Rome, they 
muſt all have acknowledged his Supremacy, 
and embraced his Fopperies, or have fall- 
en unhappy Victims to his unſparing. Wrath 
and immenſe Ambition. 1 need not quote 
Hiſtory to confirm what I ſay. The Aſſertion 
is certainly true, and a Paradox it is, that 
there ſhould be ſuch a Want of Mercy and 
Forbearance in thoſe who profeſs Chriſt, who 
breaths and injoins nothing but Peace and 
good Mill towards Men; and that the ſame 
ſhould ſo comparatively abound, as we may 
ſay, in thoſe whom we repreſent as the * 
3 0 
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of Mankind, and Reproach of human Nature,; 


in thoſe who have chiefly propagated their. 
Faith with the Edge of the Sword, which the 
_ Chriſtians are abſolutely commanded not to 
unſheath upon any Account whatſoever, tho” 
ever ſo much offended and oppreſſed. 

To puſh this Reflexion no farther, we 
would obſerve, that upon an impartial Con- 
ſideration, we ſhould find no very eminent 
Cauſe to be quite ſo angry as we commonly 
are with Mohammed and his Followers. If 
he defaced the Majeſty of the Eaſtern Church- 


es, once ſo glorious, he has not annihilated 


them; they ſtil] exiſt, and may hereafter riſe 
with greater Splendor and to better Purpoſe 
than when he firſt appeared againit them. 


We ſhould not ſuffer our Sight to be dazzled 
with the worldly Appurtenances which for- 
merly made the Eaſtern Churches ſo venerable 


and awful to weak Men ; but we ſhould ra- 


ther conſider to what a Degree of Inſolence 


and Idolatry they were riſen againſt every 
Precept of the Goſpel ; and how much farther 
they might have proceeded, had they not been 


providentially ſtopt in the midſt of their Ca- 
reer, by the good Fortune of Mohammed and 


his Succeſſors. <4 
On the other Hand, we ſhould not be hur- 
ried away with ill- grounded Prejudices againſt 
our Arab and his Doctrine, as if he was every 
Thing that is bad, and his Religion much 
worſe; but calmly inquire into Things, and 
--:. 


* 2 ” 4 
— 
- * 


1 * * Pn ey; 6 
Te — oy, —- 


„ a „ ˖· π ö Y Rs W 


( 45 ) 
not darken Truth by Words without Know- 
ledge. If he was confeſſedly no Prophet, 
if in his Pretences that Way he acted either 
the crafty Politician, or the viſionary Religi- 
oniſt ; and if for this he is to be blamed and 
condemned, he may in other Reſpects have 
deſerved ſome Share, at leaſt, of Applauſe 
and Commendation ; and if fo, we ought not 
to deny it him. If it can be proved that 
many of the Abſurdities laid to his Charge 
have been fathered upon him by his hot-headed 
Followers ſince his Death; if it can be made 
out that the Practice of what he taught is 
not ſo ſenſual and abandoned as commonly 
_ repreſented ; if it can be made to appear that 
he has contributed more than ever Man did to 
the Extirpation of Idolatry ; if it can be evin- 
. ced that his Notions of the Supreme Deity, 
conſidered in his Unity, are no Way unwor- 
thy of the great Author and Supporter of all 
Things ; if it can be evinced that his Moral 
Injunctions are neither impious, wicked, or 
prophane, but conſonant to natural Juſtice and 
Equity, and conducive to the Happineſs of 
this Life; and if after all it can be proved, 
that his Religion is in the Subſtance of it near- 
er to the Original Goſpel Syſtem, than is pro- 
felled by any known Sect of Chriſtians, the 
Proteſtants in the Weſt excepted ; if all this 
can be made good, what have we to object 
to Mohammed that ſhould make him ſo ex- 
tremely odious to us, or create in us ſuch an 
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uncharitable Inveteracy againſt his Follows. 


ers? 


I do not pretend to have fully proved all 
I ſuggeſt concerning our Arab; nor was it my 


Intention to undertake it: My Deſign was 


to offer a Sketch of Things only ; but I. 


_ I have ſaid enough to prove we are very 
raſh, when, after the uſual Rate, we run 
down Mohammediſm right or wrong. If any 


Man of ſuperior Knowledge and Skill would 
but take in Hand a Work of this Nature and 


Tendency, it would be certainly acceptable 
to the thinking Part of the World, and a 
great Conſolation to the better Sort of Chriſ- 
tians, when they ſhould obſerve, how wiſely 
God has to all Appearnce interpoſed for the Pre- 
ſervation of the Church, and to check the 
Enormities which began ſo monſtrouſly to diſ- 


figure the Chriſtian Religion, and even turn 


it out of Doors. 
It can be no ſtraining of the Point to ſay, 
That as the Propagation of Mohammedliſin ac- 
tually humbled the unchriſtian Pride and in- 
croaching Tyranny of the Eaſtern Church- 


men, it alſo, by opening the Eyes of Men, as 


to ſome eflential Points which had been de- 


ſignedly ſuppreſſed, laid ſome Reſtraint on 


thoſe that were farther diſtant ; and in this 
Light we may conſider Mohammed as one 
who did moſt eminent Service in his Genera- 
tion. This we cannot but allow him ; and if, 
at the ſame Jime, we remember the Venera- 
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tion he inculcates into his Followers for Chriſt, 
and conſequently for the Truth of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, as well as the Protection the 
Mohammedams have afforded: thoſe who pro- 
feſs only the Corruption of it; we may fairly 
enough pronounce, That he ems to have laid 
the Foundations of a general and thorough 
Reformation, LOO. We Re-union, in 

Ages to come. 
And how, indeed, can we think otherwiſe, 
and not arraign the good Providence of God 
over his Church? How can we ſuppoſe, with- 


out the Guilt of ſome Sort of Sin, that he 


would ſuffer his newly planted Vineyard to be 
trodden under Foot by ſuch as ſhould utterly 
deſtroy it 2 It were injurious to the Honour 
and Juſtice of God ſo much as to entertain 
the leaſt tranſitory Notion this Way tend- 
ing; and ſince we may, if we pleaſe, moſt 
viſibly diſcern the contrary, we ought to reſt 
ſatisfied, and rejoice at the certain Proſpect 


of the Day to come; inſtead of murmuri g, 


as it were, againſt God, as if he had ſuftered 
the greateſt Part of his Church to be over- 
whelmed by the Torrent of an irreconcila le 
and implacable Enemy. | 
Mohammediſm, we know, extends itſelf 


over a vaſt Part of the habitable Earth, and 
daily ſpreads itſelf farther and farther to tie 


remoteſt Corners of it; and this it does wa- 
turally enough, among the Heathen and the 
more depraved Sort of Chriſtians, Its Doc- 

trines 
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trines are ſimple, adapted to the groſſeſt Un- 
derſtandings, and at once conceived ; and its 
Injunctions are, for the moſt Part, ach as 
plainly tend to Health, Decency, and the 
out ward Practiſe of Devotion: Its Progreſs 
therefore is by continual Strides, and this is 
apt to alarm us: But it ought to do ſo no 
more, nor will it if we can but bring ourſelves 
to conelude concerning it as we ſeemingly 
ſhould. 

I am far from pretending to pry into the 
Womb of 'Time ; and therefore can as little 
pretend to ſay how the general Reformation, 
Converſion, and Coalition I hint at may be 
brought to paſs. But I may venture to aflert, 

That the Work is half done already; for | Þ 
the Mohammedans are not only taught a | 
Reverence for Chriſt and his Doctrine, but 
are alſo ſtrongly poſſeſſed, That they are to 4 
be overrun and ſubdued by his Followers fome | | 
Time or other ; this they firmly believe, and 
almoſt kourly expect. This is no ſmall Ad- 
vantage on our Side ; it is halt a Victory ; 
and it muſt be our own Fault it we do not 
improve it. 

I do not mean by going to War with 
| them; but by a more Chriſtian Manner of 
Behavior towards them for the future : For 
whatever Averſion they mult have, and ever = 
will have to the Roman Cathoiics, as long 
as they continue Idqglaters, the Proteſtants 
might, if they would, cultivate a very good | 
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Underſtanding with them; and the ſooner we 


begin the better. If they are to be converted 
by Perſuaſion and the Evidence of Demon- 
ſtration, the Proteſtants may do it; to us 
they may hearken, but to the Roman Catho- 
lics, as they are at this Day, they certainly 
never will; and now let us not be aſhamed 


to follow the Advice of Mohammed, who 


would hate Men invited by Wiſdom and mild 
Erhortation, and be diſputed with in the 
met condeſcending Manner. 

In Order to this, let us with Temper and 
Moderation convince them that their Prophet, 


as they call him, is not what they take him 
to have been. Let us with Patience and Per- 
ſeverance endeavor to convince them that 
Mohammed was impoſed on, aud deceived by 
Brain-fick eum and Heretical Chriſtians, who 
furniſhed him with their Talmudical and 


Apocryphal Legends and Wild Stories, and in 


this Senſe may be ſaid to have conſiderably 


aſſiſted him in compiling his Koran. Let us 
fet about to convince them of their Error in 
charging us with Corruption of the Sacred 


Writings. 


The Means of doing this are in our owu 
Hands ; but I wiſh I had no Cauſe to lament 
that we have been too negligent, too ſupine- 
ly indolent in what might moſt effectually 
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qualify 
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qualify us for the Taſk. I ſhould rather have 


ſaid, That the Means have been in our Hands; 
for, indeed, we can ſcarce ſay we are now at 
all qualified for the Work. We have been in- 


curious in our Study of the Eaſtern Tongues, 


almoſt to a total Negle& of them ; and what 
more ready Aſſiſtance could we poſſibly have 
to effect a ſufficient Correſpondence between 
us and the Nations to whom they are na- 


tural 2 Were a Number duly qualified to tran- 
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ſlate ſome of our beſt Ancient and Modern 


Hiſtories into the Oriental 'Tongues, might 


not ſuch an Undertaking prove of fingular 
Uſe, and the moſt obvious human Method to 
put them out of Conceit with their Koran, 


and to expoſe it as the Compoſition of a fal- 


lible miſtaken Man, and not of an infallible 


and perfect Deity ? This done, their Religion 
would fall of Courſe, and they become out 


Converts. This may ſeem at a great Dif- 
tance to a great many People, to whom I 
myſelf may appear a Viſionary, not only 
for what I have before attempted in this Eſſay, 
but alſo for what I now propoſe : But I pre- 


ſume it will be to ſuch only who have been 


uſed to the beaten Roads of Ignorance and 
Obſtinacy. . 

With. this Hope, I would exhort our young 
Divines to apply themſelves, among their 
other Exerciſes, to the Study of the Oriental 
Tongues, which, upon an impartial Survey of 
the preſent State of Religion, ſeems to un 

mu 


much of their Attention. For though we may 
be excellent Mathematicians, Aſtronomers, 
Philoſophers, | and Phyſicians, without their 
Aſſiſtance, it is certain they are requiſite in a 
finiſhed Divine, for many weighty Reaſons, 


which, as they are ſufficiently: known, it 


would be needleſs for me to enumerate. I have 
now ſaid as much as I intended, and leave 
the World to object, apply, or think of this 


my Endeavor juſt as to every one it ſhall 
ſeem e 145 {6 
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